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Mara Hvistendahl : Unnatural Selection: Choosing Boys Over Girls, and the Consequences of a World Full of 
Men  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Unnatural 
Selection: Choosing Boys Over Girls, and the Consequences of a World Full of Men: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Was interested in this topic, and the book was ...By KarenWas 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1610391519


interested in this topic, and the book was read by our book club. The research is well done, and the book does hold 
one's attention up to a point. It's simply too much girth for the subject matter; thus, after about half way through the 
book ... one can begin to think 'okay, got it already.' Having stated the above, if you have time on your hands, and 
really want to delve into this issue ... go for it!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book offers a 
highly readable and well documented account ...By Seamus O'DohertyThis book offers a highly readable and well 
documented account of how many societies are generating horrendous gender imbalances. However, the final sections 
are quite confused. The author was unable to draw out some obvious implications from the earlier chapters, namely 
that the comparative ease of access to abortion, coupled with new technologies for identifying the gender of babies in 
the womb, had laid the basis for what amounts to systematic destruction of unborn girls. It is a feminist issue that 
leaves many feminists utterly confused.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wake up, people!By 
S.O.This well-written book really delivers some chilling information. I just wonder why people aren't caring about the 
plight of women? The millions of aborted girls means millions of men that will never, ever have a wife. Where do 
people think the ISIS is coming from? Why is there a seemingly unlimited number of unmarried fighting age males? 
Hm? Wake up, people!

Finalist for the Pulitzer PrizeFinalist for the Los Angeles Times Book PrizeA Wall Street Journal Best Book of 2011A 
Slate Best Book of 2011A Discover Magazine Best Book of 2011"Ms. Hvistendahl is a first-rate reporter and has 
filled Unnatural Selection with gripping details.... There is so much to recommend." --Wall Street Journal "An 
important ... bracing work of investigative reporting ... As news of these (gender) imbalances has spread, many have 
blamed ancient preferences: India's patriarchal social systems, for instance, or Chinese beliefs that only boys provide 
for ageing parents. Hvistendahl's research puts the lie to these lazy claims." --Financial Times "Massively well-
documented.... A disturbing, engrossing book." --Washington Post "It might be the most important book written about 
women in years." --Slate

"This is a book about whole nations wounded by sex selection. Mara Hvistendahl...describes a history we would be 
wise to learn from." --Xinran, author of Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother and Sky Burial Kirkus , April 15, 
2011 "A hard-hitting, eye-opening study that not only paints a dire future of a world without girls but traces the Wests 
role in propagating sex selection. Hvistendahls important, even-handed expos considers all sides of the argument and 
deserves careful attention and study." 


