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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy StopshereWhether you're a med student or medical 
researcher, a journalist or just interested in the politics of vaccines, this book is an absolute must-have. It's riveting and 
informative. And it not only names names, but is heavily sourced. It's a definite plus to your medical and vaccine 
library.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Peter EvansI love it because I am mentioned 
within the text!!

Tracing the history of the Children's Vaccine Initiative (CVI), this book examines its successes and failures in 
promoting the development of both new and improved vaccines for the Third World. The CVI has achieved many 
successes, including making vaccination a top international public sector priority. Most of its failures have stemmed 
from the often bitter competition between the fledgling Initiative and the notoriously turf-conscious and inefficient 
World Health Organization (WHO), over their respective roles in championing vaccines. Vaccines are the most 
inexpensive means of improving the health and lowering the mortality of people in the Third World, where infectious 
diseases kill millions of children every year. As a result of the biotechnology revolution, it is possible that a whole 
array of new vaccines can be created for diseases which are not yet preventable. What has stood in the way of this 
major medical breakthrough has been that vaccine "product development" has been in the hands of commercial 
companies, whose activities are dominated by the need for maximizing profit, which the Third World poor cannot 
generate.

From The New England Journal of MedicineAlthough Jenner first used his smallpox vaccine more than 200 years ago, 
not until the latter half of this century did the "age of immunizations" begin. No other technological innovation has 
come close to yielding the public health benefits that are provided by vaccines, nearly all of which have become 
available within the past 50 years. Frighteningly palpable during the first half of the century, scourges like 
poliomyelitis, diphtheria, measles, pertussis, and mumps, with their unavoidable epidemics and frequently disabling 
sequelae, are now almost unknown in countries able to muster and sustain effective immunization-delivery programs. 
The most recent and dramatic demonstration of the power of vaccines to yield triumphs in public health is the near 
elimination of disease due to Haemophilus influenzae type b in the United States and other countries. Within a decade 
of the introduction of effective vaccines against H. influenzae, disease rates dropped by more than 98 percent. 
Meningitis due to this pathogen provided a fertile training ground for pediatricians before these vaccines were 
introduced; now, just a few years later, most pediatricians in training will never see a case. Impressive results 
notwithstanding, this is just the beginning. The development of new vaccines is accelerating. For example, new 
hepatitis B vaccines are already changing the epidemiology of chronic liver disease and cancer; a vaccine against 
rotavirus has recently been licensed; and vaccines to prevent childhood pneumococcal disease are on the way. These 
diseases have the dubious distinction of causing substantial suffering worldwide. In fact, their greatest impact is in 
developing countries, where their effect on mortality is staggering. During the next few years, we may well have 
vaccines against pathogens such as respiratory syncytial virus, parainfluenza virus, group A and B streptococcus, and 
human papillomavirus and improved vaccines against influenza. Biotechnology will provide tools that can prevent 
cancers either directly or by prevention of infection due to agents with oncogenic potential. With so much success, 
what is the problem? As innovation provides new vaccines, it has not been possible to introduce them in settings 
where they are needed most, in poorer nations where rates of disease and death are often highest. Also, progress has 
been slow in addressing the considerable scientific challenges in the development of vaccines that would have their 
primary use in poorer nations (such as malaria and improved tuberculosis vaccines). If the latter half of this century 
saw industrialized nations become free of many diseases through the use of vaccines, the next few decades will be a 
time when the promise of vaccination is more fully realized in poorer nations, or so the founders of the Children's 
Vaccine Initiative hoped. In this book, Muraskin skillfully and engagingly reveals how a moral imperative incubated, 
taking form in fits and starts in the hands of some of the greatest public health leaders of our time. Ultimately, the idea 
evolved into a means by which the development and use of safe and effective vaccines globally could be accelerated, 
especially in poorer nations where solutions to diseases affecting children are desperately needed. The goals of the 
Children's Vaccine Initiative were initially focused on the development and introduction of new, high-quality vaccines 
that would substantially reduce mortality from infectious diseases, as well as on the development of vaccines and 
techniques that would simplify immunization by mucosal delivery or by a reduction in the number of injections. Few 
could reasonably argue with these goals or with the fact that considerable focusing, catalyzing, and filling in of gaps 
would be needed to achieve them. However, there are often barriers to instituting good public policy, and it seems that 
this effort did not lack them. Muraskin illustrates how personality conflicts, protection of turf, nationalism, and 
economic considerations stood in the way at every turn and how determined champions can be highly effective in 
achieving a cause -- or highly damaging to one. Although historical accounts are heavily dependent on the person who 
does the accounting, Muraskin highlights each challenging issue and synthesizes the viewpoints of key founders of the 
Children's Vaccine Initiative, creating a clear picture of events, including the failures that always seem avoidable in 
hindsight and the successes that were not anticipated when the initiative was formed. During the World Summit for 



Children in 1990, an international group of experts noted that "scientific progress, matched with improved capacities 
of all countries to immunize their children, provides an unparalleled opportunity to save additional lives and prevent 
additional millions of disabilities through a global Children's Vaccine Initiative." They urged world leaders, concerned 
agencies, and the pharmaceutical industry to commit themselves to the initiative, which aimed "to produce and deliver 
ideal children's vaccines." Despite the many gains that have been made over the past decade, this book provides a 
splendid reminder that the need for an alliance like the Children's Vaccine Initiative has not diminished. Students of 
public policy, global health, and vaccinology will find this book wonderfully informative. So will those who are in a 
position to form anew an effective global coalition to optimize the use of vaccines for all the world's children, listening 
to the lessons of the past and not repeating mistakes. ed by Robert F. Breiman, M.D. Copyright 1999 Massachusetts 
Medical Society. All rights reserved. The New England Journal of Medicine is a registered trademark of the MMS. an 
important contribution to our general understanding of the high politics of international health professional health 
workers, academics and lay readers will all learn something from this study. Social Science Medicine The author, in a 
carefully researched effort, illuminates well the anatomy of a Byzantine power struggle among otherwise well-
meaning but competing international agencies and individuals who are endeavoring to develop and provide vaccines 
throughout the Third World. It is a remarkably even-handed effort, incorporating candid observations by many of the 
principal participants which are otherwise unavailable. This book could well serve as an exemplar of the difficulties 
surrounding what would superficially appear to be rather straightforward solutions to important international 
problems. Donald A. Henderson, Johns Hopkins University Medical School This is an excellent book. From a public 
health point of view, it is a very important story. Not only are the basic facts well documented, but the psychosocial 
side of the story is vivid, utilizing well the selected interviews. Muraskin has fulfilled the historical scholar s job, and 
framed it in a clear, articulate story. Samuel W. Bloom, Mount Sinai School of Medicine"..".an important contribution 
to our general understanding of the high politics of international health ... professional health workers, academics and 
lay readers will all learn something from this study." -- Social Science Medicine "The author, in a carefully researched 
effort, illuminates well the anatomy of a Byzantine power struggle among otherwise well-meaning but competing 
international agencies and individuals who are endeavoring to develop and provide vaccines throughout the Third 
World. It is a remarkably even-handed effort, incorporating candid observations by many of the principal participants 
which are otherwise unavailable. This book could well serve as an exemplar of the difficulties surrounding what would 
superficially appear to be rather straightforward solutions to important international problems." -- Donald A. 
Henderson, Johns Hopkins University Medical School "This is an excellent book. From a public health point of view, 
it is a very important story. Not only are the basic facts well documented, but the psychosocial side of the story is 
vivid, utilizing well the selected interviews. Muraskin has fulfilled the historical scholar's job, and framed it in a clear, 
articulate story." -- Samuel W. Bloom, Mount Sinai School of MedicineAbout the AuthorWilliam Muraskin is 
Professor of Urban Studies at Queens College, City University of New York. He is the author of The War Against 
Hepatitis B: A History of the International Task Force on Hepatitis B Immunization and Middle Class Blacks in a 
White Society: Prince Hall Freemasonry in America. 


