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Louis M. Guenin : The Morality of Embryo Use  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Morality of Embryo Use: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A thorough and cogent analysis of how embryo use in research can 
be ethical, but not easy readingBy John A.This is a very thorough analysis of the many ethical and philosophical issues 
that arise regarding the question of whether and how it can be ethical to employ human embryos in scientific 
experiments. It will not be easy reading for readers who have little background in the biology of embryos and stem 
cells and philosophy of science, Readers may not agree with all of it, but it presents what is probably the most cogent 
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and complete argument available for 'spare embryo' use in experiments, under conditions in which the embryo is so 
early that it has no capacity for sentience and strictly limited developmental potential, and where the donors of the 
spare embryo certify freely that they want it never to be implanted and that they want it to be available for use by 
scientific researchers. The author argues that not only would embryo use be permissible in these circumstances but that 
this should be considered a positive good, because using the spare embryo would generate research beneficial to 
people with medical conditions, while if it were not so used it would simply die or be destroyed.

Is it permissible to use a human embryo in stem cell research, or in general as a means for benefit of others? 
Acknowledging each embryo as an object of moral concern, Louis M. Guenin argues that it is morally permissible to 
decline intrauterine transfer of an embryo formed outside the body, and that from this permission and the duty of 
beneficence, there follows a consensus justification for using donated embryos in service of humanitarian ends. He 
then proceeds to show how this justification commands assent even within moral and religious views commonly 
thought to oppose embryo use. Beneath his moral reasoning lies a carefully constructed metaphysical foundation 
incorporating accounts of the ontology of development, embryos, and species. He also incisively discusses 
nonreprocloning, reprocloning, ectogenesis, and related scientific frontiers. This compelling philosophical study will 
interest all concerned to understand virtue and obligation in the relief of suffering.

'Louis Guenin's book, The Morality of Embryo Use, provides a carefully argued and scholarly exposition of the issues. 
As an ethics adviser on medical research, and also as a member of the Department of Microbiology and Molecular 
Genetics at Harvard Medical School, Guenin is well-qualified to do this, and he brings to the task the resources of 
biology, genetics, logic and metaphysics.' PhilosophyAbout the AuthorLouis M. Guenin is Lecturer on Ethics in 
Science in the Department of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics, Harvard Medical School. 


