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George B. Bridgman : The Human Machine (Dover Anatomy for Artists)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Human Machine (Dover Anatomy for Artists): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great book by a masterBy H. RamosI'll keep this one short, I bought 
my first Bridman book as a recomendation and it's one o f the best purchases I've done. cant put it down. If you want a 
condensed view check life drawing by the same author, this here works if you wanna understand the mechanics of the 
body in a quick way. the printing could be a little better and Id be thrilld to have a hc edition but the ideas in here are 
priceless for me0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. very bad scnned copyBy regi weileThis volume has 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0486227073


obviously been scanned from the original Dover printing and poorly. The drawings are mere ghosts. No good as a 
reference as one cannot see the drawings. A complete waste as the drawings analysis are the prime purpose of the 
work and are missing!!!!!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book but bad copyBy james j 
swartzThe book itself is great but it was a bad reproduction of this book. they tried to enlarge the pictures it seems and 
they were blurry and hard to read. I regret buying this particular copy but have since bought a better copy else where.

What is the difference between art anatomy and Bridgman's concept of the human machine? The human machine is 
the body as not only a fixed framework but also as a complex work of art which moves and was designed to move.In 
over 400 drawings, George B. Bridgman demonstrates the machine through the presentations which made him a gifted 
lecturer and teacher in his nearly fifty years at the Art Students League in New York and which gave life to drawings 
by his many students during those years. All skeletal and muscular systems are fully identified, and all are shown in 
front, back, and side views.The Human Machine begins with the framework of bones. In each section (head, neck, 
hand, arm, forearm, elbow, trunk, shoulder, back, scapular region, pelvis, hip, thigh, leg, knee, foot, and toe as well as 
the combinations of the major sections working together), George Bridgman starts with the skeletal components of the 
system; then he adds the muscles, shows the changes in the muscles as the body moves and, finally, shows the 
appearance of the bodily section in action. At the title implies, Bridgman, throughout, supplements his anatomical 
work with comparative drawings of simple machines. The anatomical approach to figure drawing is the foundation for 
the study of human form, and as in his other books on figure drawing, Bridgman's Life Drawing and The Book of a 
Hundred Hands, Bridgman's approach to the subject is important and unique. The Human Machine will give students 
and serious artists the conception of the human structure as the complex of beautiful machines it is, and will show how 
bone and muscle structures are solely responsible for our movements and for the shapes which we, at various times, 
display. 

From the Back CoverWhat is the difference between art anatomy and Bridgman's concept of the human machine? The 
human machine is the body as not only a fixed framework but also as a complex work of art which moves and was 
designed to move.In over 400 drawings, George B. Bridgman demonstrates the machine through the presentations 
which made him a gifted lecturer and teacher in his nearly fifty years at the Art Students League in New York and 
which gave life to drawings by his many students during those years. All skeletal and muscular systems are fully 
identified,and all are shown in front, back, and side views.The Human Machine begins with the framework of bones. 
In each section (head, neck, hand, arm, forearm, elbow, trunk, shoulder, back, scapular region, pelvis, hip, thigh, leg, 
knee, foot, and toe as well as the combinations of the major sections working together), George Bridgman starts with 
the skeletal components of the system; then he adds the muscles, shows the changes in the muscles as the body moves 
and, finally, shows the appearance of the bodily section in action. At the title implies, Bridgman, throughout, 
supplements his anatomical work with comparative drawings of simple machines. The anatomical approach to figure 
drawing is the foundation for the study of human form, and as in his other books on figure drawing, Bridgman's Life 
Drawing and The Book of a Hundred Hands, Bridgman's approach to the subject is important and unique. The Human 
Machine will give students and serious artists the conception of the human structure as the complex of beautiful 
machines it is, and will show how bone and muscle structures are solely responsible for our movements and for 
theshapes which we, at various times, display. Unabridged republication of the 1939 edition. 


