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From Brand: Cambridge University Press: The Granulomatous Disorders before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Granulomatous Disorders:

The granulomatous disorders are a group of conditions affecting a wide range of organ systemsin the body. They are
most commonly caused by infection and are characterized by multiple chronic inflammatory lesions. Thisisafield
that has opened up substantially in recent years because of the explosion in new molecular biology techniques. This
timely and comprehensive account is organized to include chapters focusing on causative agents as well as those
addressing affected body systems. Highly illustrated throughout, this volume encompasses and integrates the very
latest in science, pathology, and practical clinical advice available. Contributions by international authorities combine
the expertise of both pathologists and clinicians. This book is sure to become a valuable resource to a very wide
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readership that includes infectious disease specialists, immunologists, pathologists, and general physicians.

From The New England Journal of MedicineThe granulomatous disorders encompass a wide spectrum of common and
rare afflictions that together impose a tremendous burden of disease. Common causes include infections such as
tuberculosis and idiopathic disorders such as sarcoidosis and Crohn's disease. Undoubtedly, these latter disorders elicit
interest in part because of their uncertain, but possibly infectious, origins. Over the past decade, use of the tools of
molecular biology has led to major advancesin our understanding of granulomatous disorders. However, the challenge
remains for the clinician and scientist to understand the complex genetic, microbial, immunologic, and environmental
factorsthat are responsible for the varied clinical manifestations and disparate outcomes of these disorders. The
Granulomatous Disorders, a beautifully illustrated and thoughtful textbook, provides a substantive overview of both
infectious and idiopathic granulomatous disorders. The editors, authorities on sarcoidosis and infectious
granulomatous diseases, have brought expert clinicians and pathol ogists together in alargely successful attempt to
provide a seamless account of the clinical and pathological correlates of these diseases. Although the book was
initially conceived to fill awidening gap between the extensive updates of the literature on sarcoidosis and the
relatively few updates available for most other granulomatous disorders, its appeal resides not so much inits
conceptual originality asin its exceptiona readability. High-quality photographs, illustrations, and tables complement
the well-written text and tables in chapters that provide concise overviews of specific granulomatous disorders and
related topics. Thisisatrue reference book, with the chapters organized in such away that they can be read
independently of one another. The book contains four parts, with atotal of 36 chapters. Specific disorders are grouped
according to whether they have an infectious or noninfectious origin and then according to the body system. The
references have generally been well chosen, with a combination of classic articles and up-to-date reports. Theindex is
reasonably comprehensive for areference book. The first section of the book provides an excellent introduction to the
biology and immunology, and the characteristic fibrosis, of granuloma formation, followed by a general classification
scheme and sections on imaging, electron microscopy, and experimental models of granuloma formation. These
chapters provide an important conceptual framework for considering clinically relevant pathogenetic pathways of
specific granulomatous disorders discussed later in the book. The second and largest part of the book reviews
granulomatous disorders caused by known infectious agents. This section begins with an overview and is followed by
chapters on microbiologic diagnosis, tuberculosis, leprosy, and specific fungal, parasitic, and helminthic
granulomatous disorders. These chapters present awealth of pertinent clinical and pathological information clearly,
blending time-tested dogma with discussions relevant to clinical practicein the 21st century. For example, many
chapters contain sections that review the role of these infections in human immunodeficiency virus disease and other
immunocompromised states. Unfortunately, considering the overall importance of mycobacterial disease, thereis
relatively little discussion of the molecular biology, microbiology, and immunology of tuberculosis and leprosy -- a
rich body of knowledge that has emerged over the past decade. Although the fundamental pathogenetic mechanismsin
these disorders are not yet known conclusively, relevant scientific findings merit more attention. The chapters on
leishmaniasis and toxoplasmosis provide excellent syntheses of both current immunopathogenetic concepts and basic
clinicopathological information. The third section reviews several of the most common idiopathic granulomatous
disorders, including sarcoidosis and granulomatous vasculitis. James's passion for sarcoidosisis evident as he
encourages the reader to question old and new ideas about the causes of sarcoidosis. This stimulating and informal
discourse enhances the basic clinical descriptions of the disease but could have been augmented by more information
on the immunology of sarcoidosis, which is discussed in the first section. In a short chapter on granulomas in primary
immunodeficiency diseases, the authors beautifully incorporate immunopathogenetic and clinicopathological
information on common variable immunodeficiency and chronic granulomatous disease, both relatively rare disorders.
The chapter on chronic beryllium disease is also remarkably successful, integrating recent advances in
immunogenetics and clinicopathol ogical aspects of this occupational disorder. A strength of this book is the last
section, which discusses granulomatous disorders according to the organ system. The usefulness of this section for
clinicians and studentsis based on the fact that although most granulomatous diseases are multisystem disorders, the
approach to diagnosisis usually organ-specific. By selecting a chapter according to the organ system, the reader can
review the diagnostic possibilities and pitfalls of finding granulomas in a specific organ and find information about the
critical clinical aspects of the underlying disorders. Although some of the material is redundant, the chapters on
granulomas of the heart, central nervous system, skin, genital tract, and eye are particularly useful as references. The
chapter on granulomas of the gut is noteworthy for its scholarly discussion of the pathogenesis and clinical features of
Crohn's disease. The earlier chapters on bone marrow granulomas and granulomas associated with cancer also contain
valuable information that is not often found in other textbooks; these chapters would naturally fit in this part of the
book. Finally, a chapter on pediatric granulomasis likely to be useful to a general audience because of its selected
review of granulomatous disorders that predominate in children rather than adults. This book will be of considerable
value to clinicians and students at all levels, providing them with aremarkably effortless way to approach a complex
group of disorders. Scientists are likely to find the book aready source of relevant clinicopathological information that



can provide the foundation for investigations of the pathogenesis of granulomatous diseases. In brief, this handsome,
eminently readable book is an excellent reference for general clinicians, specialists, students, and scientists facing the
challenge of understanding and treating the granulomatous disorders. David R. Moller, M.D. Copyright 2000
Massachusetts Medical Society. All rights reserved. The New England Journal of Medicine is aregistered trademark
of the MMS. "...] strongly recommend this exemplary volumeto al physicians, even those who are unaware that they
are interested in these remarkabl e bodily reactions that molecular biology is rescuing from anosologic and descriptive
catalog." Journal of the American Medical Association"The Granulomatous Disorders, a beautifully illustrated and
thoughtful textbook, provides a substantive overview of both infectious and idiopathic granulomatous disorders...This
isatrue reference book, with the chapters organized in such away that they can be read independently of one
another...In brief, this handsome, eminently readable book is an excellent reference for general clinicians, specialists,
students, and scientists facing the challenge of understanding and treating the granulomatous disorders.” The New
England Journal of Medicine"Professor D Geraint Jamesis a global guru on sarcoidosis, and has made numerous
contribitions to our knowledge of these disease and other granulomatosis...James and Zulma have created a new and
important information sorce for agroup of disease that are fregently difficult to diagnose and understanding...l urge all
academic librariesto carry this book." Journal of Infectious Diseases



