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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The American RevolutionBy MarcusThis is a readable book about 
the begining of the United States. It covers the american revolution, the war of independence and the draft of the 
Constitution. It provides an informed account of the historical process, it's main figures and events. The difficulties 
faced by the americans and it's resilience toward the challenge of emancipation are well exposed. Little emphasis, 
though, are given to the formation of the Constitution and to the process of its ratification by the confederate states. 
This is the first volume of the Oxford History of the United States. Robert Middlekauff doesn't disapoint his readers. 
His prose is clear. His narrative enlightened.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Best Early American 
HistoryBy Richard P. DeranianA fairly lengthy book but is the gold standard of the early days to establish this nation. 
Detailed enough to be a college text but the writing is deft and never boring. You can never travel back in time but this 
is the next best way to experience what it was to resist the treachery of Parliament and George III to deprive 
Americans of their liberty and property. You will understand how the response to the Stamp Act and other coercive 
measures began in a respectful manner then grew more political ending in armed rebellion. Nothing is spared 
including the lack of support from Congress for the Continental Army, the mistakes by Washington coupled with the 
lack of initiative of Howe and Cornwallis led up to the successful Southern Campaign culminating in the victory at 
Yorktown.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy NSExcellent book and well written overall. 
Gives comprehensive understanding of the geopolitical reasons that gave rise to the American Revolution, as well as 
great descriptions of the campaigns fought during the war. Provides deeper understanding of topics you may have 
learned in grade school. Great fun to read. If you are looking for a one volume, comprehensive study of the American 
Revolution, this is your book. Only criticism I have is that I wished the author provided a bit more clarity as to what 
the Stamp Tax actually taxed and why Benedict Arnold changed sides. But, this criticism is mere minutia when taking 
into consideration the sheer magnitude of this book.

This outstanding narrative history, the first volume to appear in the Oxford History of the United States, offers an 
intimate view of the development of the Revolutionary War, the battle between the colonies and the motherland, and 
the establishment of the American republic. Beginning with the Treaty of Paris in 1763 and continuing to the election 
of George Washington as the first president, Robert Middlekauff charts the growing conflict between England and 
America and portrays the drama and anguish of the colonies' struggle for independence.

.com Many histories of the American Revolution are written as if on stained glass, with George Washington's forces of 
good battling King George III's redcoat devils. The actual events were, of course, far more complex than that, and 
Robert Middlekauff undertakes the difficult task of separating the real from the mythic with great success. From him 
we learn that England taxed the colonials so heavily in an attempt to retire the massive debt incurred in defending 
those very colonials against other powers, notably France; that the writing of the Constitution was delayed for two 
years while states argued among themselves in the face of massive military losses; and that demographic shifts during 
the Revolution did much to increase America's ethic diversity at an early and decisive time. Vividly told, this is a 
superb account of the nation's founding. "A first-rate historical synthesis drawing upon recent scholarship on the 
period from the French and Indian War to 1789."--The History Teacher."Obviously the product of a judicious and 
subtle intelligence."--The American Historical ."By far the best overview of the causes, events, and immediate results 
of the American Revolution available."--Frank T. Reuter, Texas Christian University.About the AuthorRobert 
Middlekauff, University of California, Berkeley. 


