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Blaine T. Bettinger : The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and 
Genetic Genealogy: 

62 of 64 people found the following review helpful. An Owner's Manual for Your DNABy Richard H. HillThis 240-
page book is the most complete and up-to-date resource on genetic genealogy. While some material is too advanced 
for raw beginners, you will want this comprehensive book on hand as you work your way through the DNA testing 
process. Blaine clearly explains all the different DNA types and their individual inheritance patterns. Then he adds lots 
of supplementary information, including a great list of More Resources. Blaine naturally encourages readers to read 
his book from start to finish. But not many people read their vehicle owner's manual before taking their new car for a 
ride. Likewise, you don't need 100% of this knowledge before jumping into the exciting world of DNA testing. 
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Furthermore, each topic will make much more sense when you have your own results to look at. Do read enough to 
understand the key points. For example, it's important to know that autosomal DNA passes on random selections of 
each parent's DNA. But you can get by without knowing exactly HOW recombination occurs. The subject of X-DNA 
inheritance confuses even experienced testers. So just skip that chapter until (and if) you encounter a situation where 
an understanding of X-DNA is needed. The book is available in both print and Kindle formats. I purchased the print 
version due to the many excellent tables and illustrations.61 of 63 people found the following review helpful. A Must-
Have reference book for beginner or professional.By Pauline C. MerrickThere are other books out there about DNA 
testing for genealogy, but this one is head and shoulders above. It presents up to date information for this evolving 
field, introducing the science of genetic genealogy in easy to understand chapters.The three types of DNA testing are 
discussed, sorting out the advantages and limitations of each. The author leads you through how to interpret your own 
results, and how to use available tools to get the most thorough analysis. He discusses ethical issues surrounding 
"surprises" in your DNA and searching for birth parents. Simple charts illustrate the points he makes.Whether you are 
a professional genealogist or just curious about your genetic makeup, this book will be an excellent reference source 
for many years to come.41 of 42 people found the following review helpful. I Highly Recommend this Book!By J. 
SandersI have been working with genetic genealogy for five years, and I highly recommend this book! It has 
everything a beginner needs to know, and has all the topics someone with more experience might need to review now 
and then. Charts, diagrams, and clear explanations. If you have taken a DNA test and want to get the most from your 
results, this book will show you how to do that!

Unlock the secrets in your DNA! Discover the answers to your family history mysteries using the most-cutting edge 
tool available. This plain-English guide is a one-stop resource for how to use DNA testing for genealogy. Inside, you'll 
find guidance on what DNA tests are available, plus the methodologies and pros and cons of the three major testing 
companies and advice on choosing the right test to answer your specific genealogy questions. And once you've taken a 
DNA test, this guide will demystify the often-overwhelming subject and explain how to interpret DNA test results, 
including how to understand ethnicity estimates and haplogroup designations, navigate suggested cousin matches, and 
use third-party tools like GEDmatch to further analyze your data. To give you a holistic view of genetic testing for 
ancestry, the book also discusses the ethics and future of genetic genealogy, as well as how adoptees and others who 
know little about their ancestry can especially benefit from DNA testing. The book features:Colorful diagrams and 
expert definitions that explain key DNA terms and concepts such as haplogroups and DNA inheritance 
patternsDetailed guides to each of the major kinds of DNA tests and which tests can solve which family mysteries, 
with case studies showing how each can be usefulInformation about third-party tools you can use to more thoroughly 
analyze your test results once you've received themTest comparison guides and research forms to help you select the 
most appropriate DNA test and organize your results and research once you've been testedWhether you've just heard 
of DNA testing or you've tested at all three major companies, this guide will give you the tools you need to unpuzzle 
your DNA and discover what it can tell you about your family tree.

"[This] Guide to DNA Testing offers a lot of information for the beginner and advanced researcher alike...[and] is easy 
to read and comprehend" --Bobbi King for Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter "There are very few titles on my 
book shelf in my genealogy office that I refer to constantly. I know that The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and 
Genetic Genealogy will be one of those titles for years to come. I don't think I could have made some of my recent 
progress in my research without the valuable information provided by a knowledgeable DNA [expert] like Blaine 
Bettinger." --Thomas MacEntee "Informative. Understandable. Solid." --Judy Russell, The Legal Genealogist 
"[Bettinger] describes, in the simplest of terms, how to begin using genetic technologies to connect with both close and 
more distant members of our great human family." --Jennifer Wagner for Genome magazine 


