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David S. Moore : The Dependent Gene: The Fallacy of "Nature vs. Nurture"  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Dependent Gene: The Fallacy of "Nature vs. 
Nurture": 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If more of my teachers had introduced biology the way ...By 
BraquelIf more of my teachers had introduced biology the way Moore does, I might have ended up researching 
biology instead of family processes.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerEye-
opening, very readable, seems well-researched.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. primarily because it 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0805072802


is a well-researched text and written at a level that my students can understand and easily digest. My studBy Chris L 
PorterMoore provides an illuminating antidote to full-blown genetic determinism and all the inherent problems of 
adopting this perspective. I have used this book to introduce students to the developmental systems perspective in my 
undergraduate seminar on developmental psychobiology, primarily because it is a well-researched text and written at a 
level that my students can understand and easily digest. My students come away from Moore's book with a new 
perspective regarding the complexity of mechanisms that undergird the acquisition of human traits and a much greater 
appreciation for the need to examine our human experience through a developmental lens rather than relying on dated, 
monolithic modes of explanation. Most say they have never heard this perspective before and feel it is an important 
counterweight to much of the misguided dichotomous thinking that is still taught in our introductory developmental 
psychology courses.

A masterful guide to human development that redefines the nature versus nurture debateA much-needed antidote to 
genetic determinism, The Dependent Gene reveals how all traits-even characteristics like eye and hair color-are caused 
by complex interactions between genes and the environment at every stage of biological and psychological 
development, from the single fertilized egg to full-grown adulthood. How we understand the nature versus nurture 
debate directly affects our thoughts about such basic issues as sex and reproduction, parenting, education, and crime, 
and has an enormous impact on social policy. With life-and-death questions in the balance surrounding stem-cell 
research, cloning, and DNA fingerprinting, we can no longer afford to be ignorant of human development. An 
enlightening guide to this brave new world, The Dependent Gene empowers us to take control of our own destiny.

A provocative and gracefully written book that will surely generate discussion and debate. Jerome Kagan, Ph.D., 
author of Three Seductive IdeasThe Dependent Gene is a masterful analysis. A useful and engaging guide for the lay 
reader, the practicing scientist, and all who seek a more integrative approach to the endlessly fascinating process of 
development. Robert Lickliter, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State UniversityAbout the AuthorDavid S. Moore, 
Ph.D., is a professor of psychology at Pitzer College and at Claremont Graduate University. He received his doctorate 
in developmental psychology from Harvard University and did his postdoctoral work at the City University of New 
York. 


