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Steve Hickey PhD, Hilary Roberts PhD : Tarnished Gold: The Sickness of Evidence-based Medicine  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tarnished Gold: The Sickness 
of Evidence-based Medicine: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good insight into EBMBy F.W. Bomonti, D.C.Excellent analysis of 
EBM and it's relationship to practice and research. One of the most telling comments regarding EBM is that it is 
"pseudoscience." Does not advocate for not doing the research, just that people are not statistics.1 of 1 people found 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1466397292


the following review helpful. Evidence-based Medicine Scam Dispationately RevealedBy Osteoph1The best book that 
in a straightforward manner explains all the shenanigans the pharmacy and governments are up to with their evidence 
based medicine scheme. This is a must read for health professionals on the front lines of patient care.17 of 20 people 
found the following review helpful. A comprehensive argument against Evidence-based MedicineBy Arkadiy 
DubovoyWith this book Steve Hickey and Hilary Roberts intend to drive a wooden stake through the heart of 
Evidence-based Medicine. The premises of the book are straightforward: EBM is a marketing ploy; it is irrational and 
unscientific; it is authoritarian and legalistic; EBM is cookbook medicine dangerous to patients' health and wellbeing 
[p.22]. The authors are straightforward in their assessment of EBM as an irrational unscientific tool for political 
control of medicine. No "but's" and "if's," no excuses, no redeeming qualities (all right, Epidemiology, this is not your 
fault, you are a legitimate field of inquiry, but this monster child of yours needs to go).The arguments are lucid and 
unequivocal, and the writing is excellent. There is a very good discussion of statistical probability, Bayesian logic, 
heuristics, and general scientific method as applied to medicine. That alone is worth the price of the book.Physicians' 
criticism of EBM may be perceived as self-serving and biased. The authors, however, are not medical doctors, and 
they emphasize repeatedly that their opinion of Evidence-based Medicine is a point of view of an educated patient. 
This should not be ignored. You may or may not agree with the presented arguments, but if you are a conscientious 
medical practitioner, you owe reading this book to your patients.

Evidence-based medicine, the gold standard of medical decision making, is increasingly unpopular with clinicians. 
They are right to have reservations. EBM breaks the laws of so many disciplines that it cannot be considered scientific 
or even rational. Decision science and cybernetics show the disturbing consequences of such flaws. EBM fosters 
marginally effective treatments, based on population averages rather than individual need. Its mega-trials are 
theoretically incapable of finding the causes of disease, yet swallow up research funds. Ultimately, EBM cannot avoid 
risking patients health. It is time for medical practitioners to discard EBMs tarnished gold standard, reclaim their 
clinical autonomy, and provide individualised treatments to patients. This book explains why and how.


