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George Redmonds, Turi King, David Hey : Surnames, DNA, and Family History  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Surnames, DNA, and Family History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Customertoo early to determine0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Barry B.an interesting book.0 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy Margaret C. MarshallAn excellent choice as I do genealogy and need to look beyond dna.
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This book combines linguistic and historical approaches with the latest techniques of DNA analysis and shows the 
insights these offer for every kind of genealogical research. It focuses on British names, tracing their origins to 
different parts of the British Isles and Europe and revealing how names often remain concentrated in the districts 
where they first became established centuries ago. In the process the book casts fresh light on the ancient peopling of 
the British Isles. The authors consider why some names die out while others spread across the globe. They use recent 
advances in DNA testing to investigate whether particular surnames have single, dual, or multiple origins, and to find 
out if the various forms of a single name have a common origin. They show how information from DNA can be 
combined with historical evidence and techniques to distinguish between individuals with the same name and different 
names with similar spellings, and to identifty the name of the same individual or family spelt in various ways in 
different times and places.The final chapter of this paperback edition, looking at the use of genetics in historical 
research, has been updated to include new work on the DNA of Richard III.

"Enthralling and compulsively readable, this book combines linguistics with genetics, genealogy, and local history to 
provide a fresh and eye-opening vision of the British past -- and indeed of family histories across a wider world. 
Focusing on the history of British surnames it casts a totally new light on what makes us who we are -- and how we 
can find out. Indispensable reading for anyone interested in their roots, this book offers nothing less than a new 
perspective on British history." --Michael Wood, historian and broadcaster "This approachable volume on British 
family names bridges revisionist genealogy and new genetic research in historical linguistics...well-presented." --
eLanguage About the AuthorGeorge Redmonds is a freelance historian, specialising in Names Studies and Local 
History. He has lectured widely in Europe, North America, Australia and New Zealand and in 2001 presented the BBC 
Radio 4 series 'Surnames, Genes and Genealogy'. His numerous books include Surnames and Genealogy (1997) and 
Names and History (2004).Turi King read Archaeology and Anthropology at the University of Cambridge before 
undertaking her MSc and PhD in genetics at the University of Leicester. For the past ten years her research has 
focused on the link between surnames and genetics and its applications in the fields of forensics, epidemiology, 
genealogy and population history.David Hey is Emeritus Professor of Local and Family History at the University of 
Sheffield. He is President of the British Association for Local History and the Chairman of the British Record Society. 
His numerous books include The Oxford Companion to Family and Local History ( third edition, 2008). 


