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Charles Darwin : On the Origin of Species (Penguin Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised On the Origin of Species (Penguin Classics): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Impressive presentation by DarwinBy edprochakThough at times the 
volume of facts that are presented seemed overwhelming,I had to remind myself of the difficulties Darwin faced in 
expounding his new theory. Still more impressive are the arguments he makes that anticipated some of the modern 
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attacks of creationism. I am glad to have read this classic book of the biological sciences.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Great Edition of a Great BookBy Brandon CoxI liked this book. People who are interested in 
historical books should be interested in reading this book... One of the things that was especially interesting is the 
author's writing style and ability to get his message across. Overall, this book was very well written and I highly 
recommend to those who have not read. To those who have read it - read it again!0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Fortunately, Darwin was a gifted writerBy Graham H. SeibertThis classic needs no introduction. It is 
mandatory reading for anyone pretending to know anything about the life sciences. Fortunately, Darwin was a gifted 
writer. It is very accessible. There is ample human interest in his personal experiences, whether sailing around the 
world on the HMS Beagle, exchanging correspondence with the leading minds of his day, or engaging his ever-curious 
mind in conversation with all whom he encountered in life.Don't be afraid to give it to adolescents. I found a musty old 
volume in the UC Berkeley library at the age of fifteen and was fascinated. It is now, via and the Internet, much more 
accessible. Do it!

Charles Darwin's seminal formulation of the theory of Evolution, On the Origin of Species continues to be as 
controversial today as when it was first published. Written for a general readership, On the Origin of Species sold out 
on the day of its publication and has remained in print ever since. Instantly and persistently controversial, the concept 
of natural selection transformed scientific analysis about all life on Earth. Before the Origin of Species, accepted 
thinking held that life was the static and perfect creation of God. By a single, systematic argument Darwin called this 
view into question. His ideas have affected public perception of everything from religion to economics. William 
Bynum's introduction discusses Darwin's life, the publication and reception of the themes of On the Origin of Species, 
and the subsequent development of its major themes. The new edition also includes brief biographies of some of the 
most important scientific thinkers leading up to and surrounding the Origin of Species, suggested further reading, 
notes and a chronology.For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the 
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works 
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced 
by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by 
award-winning translators.

About the AuthorCharles Darwin, a Victorian scientist and naturalist, has become one of the most famous figures of 
science to date. Born in 1809 to an upper-middle-class medical family, he was destined for a career in either medicine 
or the Anglican Church. However, he never completed his medical education and his future changed entirely in 1831 
when he joined HMS Beagle as a self-financing, independent naturalist. On returning to England in 1836 he began to 
write up his theories and observations which culminated in a series of books, most famouslyOn the Origin of Species 
by Means of Natural Selectionin 1859, where he challenged and contradicted contemporary biological and religious 
beliefs with two decades worth of scientific investigation and theory. Darwin's theory of natural selection is now the 
most widely accepted scientific model of how species evolve. He died in 1882 and was buried in Westminster Abbey. 
Damien Hirstis an internationally renowned English artist, who has dominated the art scene in England since the 
1990s. Known in particular for his series of works on death, Hirst here provides a contemporary, visual take on 
Darwin's theory of evolution - the struggle between life and death in nature. William Bynumis Professor Emeritus of 
the History of Medicine at University College, London, and was for many years Head of the Academic Unit of the 
Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine. He edited the scholarly journalMedical Historyfrom 1980 to 2001, and 
his previous publications includeScience and the Practice of Medicine in the Nineteenth Century;The Companion 
Encyclopedia of the History of Medicine(co-edited with Roy Porter);The Oxford Dictionary of Scientific 
Quotations(with Roy Porter),The Dictionary of Medical Biography(with Helen Bynum), andHistory of Medicine: A 
Very Short Introduction. He lives in Suffolk. 


