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R. C. Lewontin, Steven Rose, Leon J. Kamin : Not in Our Genes: Biology, Ideology, and Human Nature  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Not in Our Genes: Biology, 
Ideology, and Human Nature: 

1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Reasoned antidote for biological determinismBy TomWritten 30 
years ago, the book provides a clearly written reply to those who claim social progress is limited by our flawed human 
nature. The authors trace the history of biological determinist thinking and demonstrate its links with, and service to, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0394728882


the capitalist economic order. For those seeking a scientific alternative to the bleak predictions of E.O. Wilson and 
Richard Dawkins, this book will provide much food for thought and a more positive interpretation of human 
potential.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Analysis of Confirmation Bias in ScienceBy 
Sensei TMOne of the best explanations of how cultural and social constructs frame empirical research, producing 
outcomes far less influenced by how the material world works than by the confirmation biases experts bring to it.14 of 
21 people found the following review helpful. A Thoughtful Book Which Moves Against Conformist ThinkingBy A 
CustomerLewontin, Rose, and Kamin have expressed in clear language the problems of research in psychology and 
biology. They expose the social function of psychological, biological, and cultural reductionism as well as exploring 
the limits of their internal logics and validities. Needless to say, those caught up in the mainstream of traditional 
psychological and biological theory will protest, but in doing so will only betray the strong "interests" which shape and 
color their so-called dispassionate and objective endeavors -- which is part of what this book will detail. This book 
allows its readers to move outside the box of their over-learned scientistic practices; and it asks us to think about what 
we are doing when we do scientific research, its social implications, and its socio-economic determinants. I found this 
challenge compelling and enjoyable.

Three eminent scientists analyze the scientific, social, and political roots of biological determinism.

From the Inside FlapThree eminent scientists analyze the scientific, social, and political roots of biological 
determinism.About the AuthorRichard Lewontin: An American evolutionary biologist, geneticist, academic and social 
commentator. A leader in developing the mathematical basis of population genetics and evolutionary theory, he 
pioneered the application of techniques from molecular biology, to questions of genetic variation.Steven Rose: Is 
emeritus Professor of Biology and Neurobiology at the Open University and Gresham College, London. 


